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1886, sent Pantaleoni and Pope to England to complete
the negotiations with Gaulard and Gibbs and prepare the
necessary patent applications. This was accomplished in
February. The article of Rankin Kennedy above referred
to also presented possibilities in the patent direction, and
later Westinghouse bought the Kennedy American rights.
Zipernowski, Deri, and Blathy had obtained a British
patent in 1884 for "Improvements in transforming and
distributing alternating current and apparatus therefore.7'
Some negotiations were had by Westinghouse looking to
the purchase of these rights, but it was later found their
opportunity of obtaining in the United States any patents
of value had been forfeited, and negotiations with them
were dropped.

Early in the work upon the alternating system there was
brought to the attention of Westinghouse the fact that
Philip Diehl, of Elizabeth, N. J., then Superintendent of
the Singer Sewing Machine Company, had done some early
work with alternating currents, particularly in the line of
producing an incandescent lamp without leading-in wires.
Diehl's plan was to enclose within the lamp globe the secon-
dary of an induction-coil and induce currents therein by
an externally located primary coil. Diehl had obtained
patents upon these devices, and because of the possible
bearing which Diehl's work might have upon the whole
alternating-current system, Westinghouse in 1887 bought
these patents as a precautionary measure, but not with
the thought that this form of incandescent lamp in itself
would prove to be of practical worth.

When Westinghouse became convinced that the alter-
nating-current system would be of the very greatest im-
portance to mankind in enlarging the field for the use of
electrical energy, he became possessed of a strong desire